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Development of Early Fattening Method Aimed at Improving the Economics of

Japanese Black Steers Fattening Management
Kunihito Sakashita, Jun Moriwaki, Yoichi Tsuruta, Tomohiro Isobe, Kenji Kawabata
Summary

For more efficient meat production of Japanese Black Steers, we investigated the carcass traits and the fattyacid
compositionrations including on oleic acid and monounsaturated fatty acids (MUFA ratio) in intermuscular fat at 24 months of
age. These steers were fed a TMR diet of CP 14.8%, TDN 62.5% during the early fattening period of 9 to 13 months of age,
and CP 13.4%, TDN 70.8% during fattening period after 14 months of age. It was suggested that the carcassweight and carcass
traits were equal grade with the steers in normal fattening period. In addition, as a result of shortening the current fattening period
of about 20 months by 5 months, it was shown that the fixed cost per fattening cow is reduced by 41,000 yen, and that
profitability can be improved . On the other hand, it is necessary to improve the oleic acid and MUFA content of fats, which are
indicators of the "deliciousness" and "flavor" of Wagyu beef.

Furthermore, we invectigated the in order to clarify the fate of fattening steer suitable for a early fattening system, measurements
of body (Body Weight, Withers Height, Hip Height, Body Length, Croup Length and abdominal circumference) measured at the
start of fattening (9.3 months of age). The correlation with each carcass trait was examined about the body shape factor which
divided the measurement value of the other measurement value.

The measurements of steers which were suitable for a early fattening system were estimated to be 325.6 kg Body Weight,
119.0 cm Withers Height , 149.8 cm Croup Length and 178.8 cm abdominal circumference at age 9 months. At 8 months of age,
the body weight was estimated to be 293.6 kg, height 115.6 cm, Croup Length 135.1 cm, and abdominal circumference 161.2 cm.
The estimated values of the body measurements at the age of 8 months, these cows fully satisfy the 8.2 months of age (Withers
Height 115 cm, body weight 280 kg), which is the shipping standard of the steers raising Manual. For more eary fattening and

shorter shipping month, it is necessary to proceed with the study in the future.

Keywords: carcass traits, Early Fattening, Japanese Black cattle, Measurements of Body, MUFA



