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Residence of  Br itish eng ineer s who tr ansfer red 

moder n spinning  technology to Satsuma

Foreign Eng ineers’ Residence

SIN CE 1867

Ij inkan

T he m odern sp inning  industry  becam e Japan’s key  

industry  dur ing  the M eiji per iod. Shimadzu Nar iak ira 

focu sed  on  th e sp inn ing  m i l l  p r oj ect to p r oduce 

sailcloth for W estern-styled sailing  ships. 

T h e fol l ow in g  l or d  Sh im ad zu  T ad ay osh i , i n  an  

attem pt to introduce m odern  sp inn ing  technolog y  

d ir ectly , d ispatched Godai T om oatsu and  others to 

Br itain to have them  inv ite eng ineers and purchase 

spinning  machines.

I n  1867, K ag osh im a Sp inn ing  M i l l , Jap an’s fi r st  

W estern  sty le sp inning  m il l , w as com p leted  along  

w ith  the lodg ing  for  Br it i sh  en g in eer s (F or eig n  

Eng ineers’ Residence). T he British eng ineers provided 

technical guidance to local craftsmen. 

T he Satsuma craftsmen w ere quick ly  able to acquire 

enoug h  sk i l l  in  W ester n  steam -pow ered  sp inn ing  

techniques, doing  so w ithin a year. T he reason for the 

quick  uptake w as that they  alr eady  h ad  their  ow n 

technology for production of large looms even prior to 

the arr ival of the Br itish eng ineers. Dur ing  the M eiji 

per iod, their  technology and know ledge was spread to 

the T om ioka Silk  M ill (inscr ibed as a Cultual W or ld 

Heritage Site in 2014) and other spinning  m ills located 

all over Japan.

N ar iak ir a’s slog an  of fu k ok u  k y ōhei  (E n r ich  the 

Country, Strengthen the A rmed Forces) and industrial 

g r ow th , a s w el l  a s th e i r on  m anu factu r in g  a nd  

spinning  technology fostered under this slogan, played 

a pivotal role in the modernization of Japan.

I shikawa Kakutaro learned rangaku (Dutch 
stud ies) in Edo and  N agasak i and w as in 
charge of the construction of the reverberatory 
furnace promoted by Shimadzu Nariak ira.
A fter  Nar iak ira’s death , he explained the 
importance of spinning  industry to the lord 
Sh im adzu  T aday osh i  and  appealed  for  
the purchase of spinning  machinery  from  
Britain. A fter  the M eij i Restoration, he w as 
involved in the establishment of government-
operated spinning  m ills throughout Japan. 
A t the T omioka Silk  M ill, completed in 1872, 
he installed 300 silk-reeling  machines, thus 
contributing  to the development of spinning  
technology in Japan.

1826 -1895

I s h i k a w a  w a s  b o r n  i n  Y a m a to  

(p resent d ay Nara  p re fecture).  He  

w a s  a  D u tch  s ch o l a r  w h o  w a s  

engaged in the Shuseikan Project.

1  Th e  co lum n s w e re  d e sig n e d  u sin g  th e  tra d itio na l  
Jap anese m easurem ent units.

2  A  co lo n ia l style  verand a  w hich w as p op ular in  Brita in  
during  the  p erio d

3  A  doo rknob  attached  a t a  p o sition  lo w er than no rm a l

[Pho to :  ab o ve ] Ka g o sh im a  Sp inn ing  M il l  in  

operation (circa 1874)

[Pho to : b elow ] Foreign Eng ineers’ Residence 

built in 1867

Sa t su m a  c l a n  e m p l o y e d  s e ve n  B r i t i s h  

eng ineers for the construction o f Kago shima  

Spinning  Mill.
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Ch ec k  Po in t

I shikawa Kakutar o

Dutch scholar

[ Property o f Shokoshuseikan Museum ]

[Property o f Shokoshuseikan Museum]

[Property o f Nagasaki University Library]

[Property o f Nagasaki University]

A f ter  having inher ited the 
dr eams of  Nar iak ir a, 
Satsuma contr ibuted to the 
disseminating technology 
nationw ide

Satsuma Technology, 

Tr ansfer red Nationw ide

O ne o f Jap an’s early exam p les o f 
W estern  a rchitecture
Featuring  a  b lend  o f Jap anese  and  
W estern  a rchitectura l  styles

13 14



Runs on iOS Runs on Andro id 

ACCESS MAP

Fo rmer Shuse ikan Machinery Facto ry / Shuseikan 
(Remains o f the Reverberato ry Furnace are located  inside Sengan-en)

Fo re ig n Eng i neers’ Resi dence

● Add ress : 9698 -1 / 9700 -1 Yosh ino -cho, Kag o sh ima  Ci ty

● Can be reached  from Kagoshima Chuo  Station by the Kagoshima City View  
    Bus or M a ch i M eguri Bus ( 30  m in ). 
    Get off at the Sengan -e n - mae bus stop .

● Inq u iries : Shokoshuseikan Museum 099 -247-1511/ Sengan-en 099-247-1551

● Add ress : 9685 -15 Yoshino -cho, Kagoshima City

● Can be reached  from Kagoshima Chuo  Station by the Kagoshima City View  Bus 
    o r Machi Meguri Bus (30  min). 
    Two minutes’ w alk  from the Sengan -en -mae bus stop .

● Inq u irie s : Foreign Eng ineers’ Residence 099-247-3401

Terayama Charcoal Ki l n （ Currently  o ff l im its）

● Address : 10710-68 Yosh ino -cho, Kagoshima City

● Can be reached  from Kagosh ima Chuo  Station by the Nangoku Ko tsu Bus 
    on the M iyanoura -danch line ( 35  min ). 20 m inu tes’ w al k  from 
    Sanshubaru g akuen -mae bus stop .

● Inq u iries : Cultural Pro p er ties D iv isio n, Kagoshima City Board  o f Education 
                   099 -227-1940

Sek iyo sh i Sluice Gate of Yosh ino  Leat
● Address: 1263  Shimota -cho, Kagoshima City

● Can be reached  from Kagoshima Chuo  Station by the Nangoku Kotsu Bus 
    on the ishik i -danch line, M idorigaoka line, o r Honjo  line (30 min).
    8  minutes’ w alk  from the Sekiyoshi -no -sosuiko -iriguch i bus stop .

● Inq u iries : Cultural Properties Division, Kagoshima City Board  o f Ed ucation 
                  099 -227-1940
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Scenic Beauty Spot: Sengan-en

Kagoshima Station

Gionnosu Park

Ishibashi Memorial Park

Sengan-en

Sakurajima Ferry Terminal Sak ur a jima

Ishiki Chuo Park

Kagoshima 
Kenko-no-
mori Park

Midorigaoka
Junior HS Terayama Park

Terayama
Fureai Park

Yoshino Higashi Junior HS

Yoshino
H igash i
Junior HS

Shimadzu Clan Cemetery
Site of Fukushoji Temple

Do w nlo ad  the  free  ap p  “STREET M USEUM ” and  

open “The M oderniza tion o f Sa tsuma  (Shuseikan 

1st Phase, 2 nd Phase )”. (Runs on iOS/And ro id )

P

Steps towards the inscr iption as a 
U NESCO Wor ld H er itage Site

July

2005

Kagoshima prefectural government hosted  “The Modern Industrial Heritage Sites in 

Kyushu” symposium (The “Kagoshima Declaration” was adop ted)

June

2006

Kyushu Prefectural Governors Conference adopted  the preservation and  practical use 

of “The Modern Industrial Heritage Sites in Kyushu” as a policy ob jective.

Sep tember

2008

The Agency for Cultural Affairs announced that the post entry of “The Modern Industrial 

Heritage Sites in Kyushu and  Yamaguchi” to  the World  Heritage tentative list w as appropriate.

October

2008

Consortium  fo r the Promo tion o f the M odern Industria l  Herita ge (Kyushu-Yamaguchi) to  

Inscrip tion on the World  Heritage w as established  (Chairman: Governor of Kagoshima Prefecture)

January

2009
UNESCO added the site to the World  Heritage Tentative List.

May

2012

Cab inet made the decision about the nomination scheme of the industrial 

heritages including  w orking properties to the W orld  Heritage list.

April

2013
Draft of the nomination document w as submitted to  the Cabinet 

Secretariat.

January

2014
Japanese government submitted the Nomination to  UNESCO.

May

2015
ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites) recommended 

inscrip tion on the W orld  Heritage List. 

July

2015

World  Heritage Committee has inscribed the site on the List of World  

Cultural Heritage.

“Sites o f Jap an's Meij i Industria l 

Re vo l u t i o n :  I r o n  a n d  Ste e l ,  

Sh ip b u il d ing  and  Co a l  M in ing ” 

was inscribed as a cultural World  

Heritage Site on 8th July 2015.

I n  K a g o s h i m a  Pr e f e c t u r e ,  

Ya k u sh im a  w a s in scr ib e d  a s 

Ja p a n ’s  f i r s t  n a tu r a l  W o r l d  

Heritage Site in 1993 .

W o rld  Herita g e  Site s a re  site s 

that transcend  national b orders 

and  are  sha red  b y a l l  m ank ind  

and  w o rth y o f transm issio n  to  

future generations. W orld  Heritage Certificate

S e e  t h e  S h u s e ik a n  P ro j e c t
a s  it  u s e d  t o  b e  u s in g  t h e  
V R /A R  s m a rt p h o n e  a p p .
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W orld  Cul tura l  Heritag e O cffi e, Tourism , Cul ture and  Spo rts Department, Kagoshima  Prefecture
10 -1 Kamoikeshinmach i, Kagoshim a  Ci ty, 89 0 -857 7　 TEL.099 -28 6 -2364　 FAX.099 -286 -5590 Official w ebsite

The Birthplace of I ndustr ial Japan is 
K agoshim a's Contr ibution to W olrd H er i tage.

〈  Full version 〉 〈  Short version 〉Watch the video w ith exp lanations.

Use the QR code to  access the video .

You can find out more about each areas 

related to  Sites o f Japan’s Meij i Industrial 

Revolution.

O p e n  t h e  g u id e  a p p  
"S it e s  o f  Ja p a n ’s  M e i j i  
I n d u s t ria l  R e v o lu t io n ".

Enj oy your journey even more through discovering local history!
"Sites o f Japan’s Meij i Industrial Revolution" in Kagoshima

Check out 
influencer 
Yukosu and her 
official travel page 
"Ta visio n"!

W atch the video to 
exp lore Kagoshima 
w ith a  Japanese 
influencer!

S it e s  o f  Ja p a n ’s  M e ij i  
In d u s t ria l  R e v o lu t io n

〈  Vol.1 〉 〈  Vol.2 〉


